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Agenda item 7, Other Matters: Proposal for a Study Focused on the Public Lending Right in the Agenda
and Future Work of the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO).

Thank you, Madam Chair.

PLR International renews its gratitude to Ms. Sabine Richly for the ‘Scoping Study on Public Lending
Right’, upon the initiative by Sierra Leone, Panama, and Malawi, and to the Secretariat for organising
feedback by Member States.

The study assessed advantages and challenges of global systems of Public Lending Right to a fair
remuneration; categorised PLR mechanisms by institutions, materials, and authors and further
rightsholders eligibility, highlighting the three main legal approaches to PLR. The study emphasized the
adaptability of PLR systems and the importance of international collaboration.

Without authors works and investment by their publishing partners, libraries would not be able to fulfil
their societal mandates; however, ensuring appropriate remuneration without compromising library
budgets is key. In any society, cultural diversity through a rich offering of creative and informative works
reflecting nation culture and traditions is key. In this ecosystem, it is paramount that public libraries
receive appropriate funding - and that authors and further rightsholders receive a fair remuneration, to
ensure the sustainability of library collections.

As the study is not meant to introduce a binding legal instrument. PLR International supports joint
capacity-building efforts by WIPO Secretariat.

As Member States broadly welcomed the study, PLR International remains ready to support the goal to
establish a global commitment to fairness towards authors and further rightsholders.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

PLR International (PLRI) brings together countries with PLR systems to facilitate the exchange of best practice.
It also provides advice and technical assistance to countries looking to set up PLR systems for the first time.
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