
PLR International (PLRI) brings together countries with PLR systems to facilitate the exchange of best practice.
It also provides advice and technical assistance to countries looking to set up PLR systems for the first time.

PLR International is organised by:
Arjen Polman, PLR International Co-ordinator
Arjen Polman can be reached at: arjen.polman@plrinternational.com

Intervention at WIPO SCCR45 - Friday, 19th of April 2024 by Arjen Polman, on line
Agenda item 7, Other Matters: Proposal for a Study Focused on the Public Lending Right in the Agenda 
and Future Work of the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO).
 

Thank you, Madam Chair.

PLR International expresses its gratitude to Ms. Sabine Richly for the ‘Scoping Study on Public Lending 
Right’, upon the initiative by Sierra Leone, Panama, and Malawi.

The comparative Study proves the scalability of PLR systems to different national cultural missions and 
economic contexts, and it provides guidance for every local legal tradition.

The Study pinpoints the importance of libraries for literacy and as social hub, and at the same time the 
need of funding for the equitable remuneration of writers, visual artists, translators and other 
rightsholders. Without their works and investment libraries would not be able to fulfil their mandates; 
however, ensuring financial support without compromising library budgets is key. 
Implementing remunerated PLR is a commitment to fairness, safeguarding the intellectual sources of 
knowledge, and investing in a sustainable future of the national publishing sector and its impacts on 
employment, regional development, and innovation driven economy.

The Study including its Annex gives countries interested in a tailor-made PLR system, facts, and visions; 
and for those who already have PLR, assistance to improve. As the study is not considered to introduce 
a binding legal instrument but designing a program of capacity building, we see that the next steps 
could provide knowledge exchange such as regional seminars or advisory pools with the involvement of 
rights holders and PLR enablers.

PLR International, the network of countries with established PLR, remains ready to support WIPOs 
follow-up activity.

Thank you, Madam Chair.


